
Airport 
Trends & 
Capacity

Airports are an integral part of the Bay Area transportation 
system and play a central role in meeting the travel 
and economic needs of the Bay Area’s residents and 
businesses.  The majority of air traffic is concentrated at 
three airports:

•	SFO – San Francisco
•	OAK – Oakland
•	SJC – San Jose

8

Bay Area Airports Handled 58.6M Passengers Last Year After 
Peaking at 64M in 2000
Bay Area Airports Handled 58.6M Passengers Last Year After 
Peaking at 64M in 2000

0

10,000,000

20,000,000

30,000,000

40,000,000

50,000,000

60,000,000

70,000,000

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

SFO OAK SJC

Average Annual Growth

1984-2008 2.6%

1984-2000 4.5%

2000-2008 -1.1%

Average Annual Growth

1984-2008 2.6%

1984-2000 4.5%

2000-2008 -1.1%

Bay Area Passengers by Airport
(Enplaned + Deplaned)

Bay Area Passengers by Airport
(Enplaned + Deplaned)

Source: ACI, and individual airport statistics. 
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Regional Priorities
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Limiting noise and traffic congestion associated
with airports in the region

Improving airports to provide more flights with
fewer delays 

Providing high speed rail to connect Bay Area
with Central Valley and LA

Preventing local tax increases

Improving water quality

Limiting greenhouse gas emissions that
contribute to global warming

Preserving open space and natural habitats

Improving the region's air quality

Protecting San Francisco Bay

Extremely important Very important Somewhat important Not at all important DK/NA

Trends

Air traffic at the major Bay Area airpor ts is expected to 
exhibit the following trends:
•	Grow  67%  from 2007 to 2035 (increase from 60.6 
million annual air passengers to 101.3 million).

•	Cargo flights would increase 94% at SFO (mostly 
international) and 26% at both OAK and SJC.

•	Business jet activity at the three primary airpor ts is 
forecast to increase from today’s levels by 56%.

Capacity

Airpor t capacity problems are manifested in delayed and 
cancelled flights.  

Alternative Scenarios

By coordinating regional resources other alternatives to 
expansion include:

•	Having Oakland and San Jose Airpor ts pick up a greater 
share of regional traffic; 

•	Using secondary airpor ts to serve a por tion of the 
demand;

•	Suppor ting more airline service options at airpor ts outside 
our region (like Sacramento);

•	Diver ting air passengers to High Speed Rail;
•	Managing demand at the individual airpor ts; and
•	Using advanced Air Traffic Control technologies to increase 
capacity.


